Vendor profile: Scytale Alpha |

Emerging player in India’s quantum communications landscape with ties to the Data Security
Council and the Indian Space Association; founded in 2019

Summary

This vendor profile provides a brief introduction to Scytale Alpha Private Limited (Scytale Alpha).

Scytale Alpha is an Indian startup focused on quantum communications. Founded in 2019, Scytale Alpha
is building quantum secure communications platforms. It bills itself as focused on “deep tech”, i.e,
“advanced technologies based on some form of substantial scientific or engineering innovation.” The
company has a transfer of technology (ToT) license agreement in place with the Centre for Development
of Telematics (C-DOT). This agreement covers quantum key distribution (QKD) and compact encryption
module (CEM). Other vendor partners for C-DOT in this area include Chipspirit Technologies, the
Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL), and New Age Instruments & Materials. Scytale’s key
founder is ex-Indian Air Force and the current director of the Indian Space Association.

With connections to national defense ministries and C-DOT licensing, Scytale Alpha has gotten off the
ground relatively fast. In 2023, the company won an award for a project conducted for the Indian Navy,
developing a "Secure Audio-Visual communication Suite." This award was part of the “Innovation for
Defence Excellence” program under India’s Department of Defence Production, which aims to facilitate
self-reliance and innovation in the defence and aerospace sectors. An additional milestone for Scytale
Alpha came in November 2023, when it unveiled what it calls “India’s first quantum secure communication
platform.” The platform includes a “robust security infrastructure” including an on-premises solution, and
an “advanced post-quantum cryptographic key exchange and a Quantum Random Number Generator
(QRNG),” licensed from India’s DRDO. Scytale claims that this “enables the platform to facilitate secure
mutual handshakes between clients, rendering predictions and hacking virtually impossible.”

Company Fact Finder

The table below provides a snapshot view of Scytale Alpha and its operations.

Table 1: Vendor Snapshot - Scytale Alpha

Metric Details

Scytale Alpha Private Limited (Scytale) was founded in 2019 in Delhi, India. It was incubated by the Data

Founding story Security Council of India, part of NASSCOM, focused on data protection and cybersecurity.

Scytale is a private company and has no official government ties. The likely owners are the key founders along

Ownership with NASSCOM/DSCI.
Founding team includes three directors: Satyam Kushwaha, retired Wing Commander & fighter pilot with the
T Indian Air Force, who also serves as the Director of the Indian Space Association (since 2021); Ojasvita Singh,
eam

a specialist in geographical information systems; and, Surendra Sai, a software development professional with
experience at Wipro, Microsoft and India’s DRDO (Defence Research & Development Organisation).
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